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December 12, 2002

The Honorable John D. Ashcroft
Attorney General of the United States
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

I am writing to request that the U.S. Department of Justice appoint an outside special
counsel to take over an investigation being conducted by the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern
District of Michigan, Jeffrey G. Collins. According to news reports, Mr. Collins is investigating
a variety of Democratic Party officials, and I am concerned that the investigation has taken on the
appearance of a partisan vendetta and should not be conducted by a politically-appointed U.S.
Attorney.

Under the Department’s regulations, the Attorney General is required to appoint a special
counsel when (1) a “criminal investigation of a person or matter is warranted,” (2) the
investigation “by a United States Attorney’s Office or litigating Division of the Department of
Justice would present a conflict of interest for the Department,” and (3) “it would be in the public
interest to appoint an outside Special Counsel to assume responsibility for the matter.” 28 C.F.R.
§ 600.1 (2002).

Assuming arguendo that a criminal investigation is warranted, it seems abundantly clear
that Mr. Collins is investigating a matter that presents a conflict of interest for his office and the
Department. According to recent reports, he is exclusively investigating Democratic elected
officials. Iam aware of no reports that this Republican political appointee, who has close ties to
the Michigan Republican Party, is looking into similar allegations of abuses among Republican
candidates and officials.

Furthermore, I believe it would be in the public interest to appoint an outside special
counsel. Bringing an individual into the matter from outside the government, having no
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allegiance to the Bush Administration, and who has “a reputation for integrity and impartial
decision-making, and with appropriate experience to ensure that the investigation will be
conducted ably, expeditiously, and thoroughly” could only instill greater public confidence in
your investigation. The fact that the investigation, being conducted by a political appointee of a
Republican President, is focused on only Democratic campaigns sends the signal that the
Department is engaged in a political witchhunt instead of conducting a serious investigation of
alleged campaign abuses. Nothing could undermine public confidence in an investigation more

than such a striking implication of partisan politics.

['look forward to promptly hearing whether you will appoint a special counsel and, if not,
the reason for your decision. Should you have any questions or concerns about this request,
please feel free to contact me in my Washington office at (202) 225-5126 or in my Detroit office
at (313) 961-5670.

Sincerely,

John Conyers,
Ranking Memb

cc: The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
Chairman
U.S. House Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Daniel J. Bryant
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legislative Affairs



